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Weekly Update 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 
We’re continuing our small group series looking at 
ways to build community through healthy 
friendships. This week’s lesson challenged our 
teenagers to be more encouraging.  

Life isn’t easy for anyone, and the struggles will be 
worse if we try to survive without the support of our 
friends. Unfortunately, although we all need and 
want encouragement, it’s a difficult habit to develop. 
It’s one of the keys to a healthy community. 
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Book Club 

THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS 
Chapters 11-15                
Sunday, Jan. 25, 12:15pm 

We will kick off this new 
program with a discussion of 
C.S. Lewis' masterpiece, The 
Screwtape Letters. How do we 
triumph over temptation? 
Lewis gives us wonderful 
insight into the way to do. If 
you need to purchase a book 
you can do so for $10.! 

Super Bowl Party 

Pastor JJ's House            
Sunday, Feb. 1 @ 5:00 PM 

High School students, you are 
invited to hang out with JJ at 
his house and watch the 
Super Bowl. Come when you 
want and leave when you 
have to, but this is a great 
opportunity to hang out with 
your friends and enjoy some 
commercials. Email JJ Miller 
to get directions to his house. 
Please bring a snack or drink 
to share.
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Encouragement comes from words, actions, and 
presence. These things can encourage our friends 
during tough times, but they’re also important 
during ordinary days, too. 

As you talk with your teenager this week, here are 
some questions you could use that are based on our 
small group lesson: 
• When have you encouraged a friend who was 
going through tough stuff? What did you say or do to 
provide encouragement? 
• How might you approach the idea of 
encouragement when things are going well for a 
friend? What kind of “encouragement” is most 
needed during those times? 
• What spiritual impact have your encouraging 
words, actions, and presence have on your friends’ 
lives? How might that impact be different between 
friends who are Christians and friends who aren’t? 

Amplify Recap
This past Wednesday we continued our talk about Life Stories 
and the parables of Jesus. We continue to uncover great truths of 
how to live as God expects us to because of the parables Jesus 
told. We uncovered what it means to bless those who are broken. 
The goal for last night’s  message was to get the students to 
understand that we do not get to pick our neighbors. We must 
view all we come into contact with as our neighbors, whether we 
like that or not. The second part of that is being vigilant for 
needs they may have that we can meet. The chances to show 
mercy have great ways of changing our perception of our 
neighbors and they us.
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Parenting Tip 

Three paths forward: Leading our 
kids into calling 

It’s one thing to tell our kids to live 
out their calling. It’s quite another to 
walk with them as they figure it out. 
Mark Labberton suggests three paths 
we might take: 

1. The Path of the Beloved 

“The love of God is the start and the 
finish of our vocation.”[1] 

Before all else, we are created and 
invited into the love of God. This part 
of our vocation is a pure gift. One of 
the truths I pray over my children 
every night is that they are God’s 
deeply-loved children above all else. 
Whatever labels, adjectives, or titles 
the world may bestow upon them, 
this identity is core. It’s also the core 
of our calling to “love God, love 
others” (Matthew 22:37-39). Without 
knowing we are loved by God, being 
asked to love in return can feel like 
something we do to earn God’s favor. 

You might want to pray a passage 
like Ephesians 3:16-19 for your 
children regularly. 

Belovedness is something we have to 
live out with our kids. This means 
praying for them, yes, and also 
paying attention to how we place 
value on their performance and their 
behavior. When they fail, or when 
they succeed, they need us to remind 
them that their value doesn’t lie in 
either performance or behavior, but 
has already been determined by 
God. 

Source: 

http://stickyfaith.org/family/posts/all/P10
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