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Weekly Update 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 
We’ve launched a two-week series on Bearing Fruit 
in Christ by examining the importance of “abiding” or 
“remaining” in Jesus. 

Our key verses for this lesson came from John 15, 
part of a longer passage of Scripture that offers 
insight into Jesus’ final teachings for his disciples. He 
wanted them to grasp the reality of what was about 
to happen and to be prepared to maintain their faith 
once he was no longer physically with them. From 
this week’s passage, we discovered that Jesus’ 
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Super Bowl Party 

Pastor JJ's House            
Sunday, Feb. 1 @ 5:00 PM 

High School students, you are 
invited to hang out with JJ at 
his house and watch the 
Super Bowl. Come when you 
want and leave when you 
have to, but this is a great 
opportunity to hang out with 
your friends and enjoy some 
commercials. Email JJ Miller 
to get directions to his house. 
Please bring a snack or drink 
to share. 

Outdoor Ice 
Skating 

Centennial Lakes, Edina 
Sunday, Feb. 8                      
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM             
Skate Rental - $6 

Have a great time skating on 
beautiful Centennial Lake in 
Edina. This is a great event to 
bring friends and family to. If you 
get hungry, there is a concession 
stand available. We will be 
meeting at the lake, so please 
make sure you make 
arrangements for transportation. 
This event is weather pending!
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disciples are fruitful when they remain rooted, 
abiding, and growing in him through obedience to his 
commands. 

This truth is grounded in the idea of us as Christians 
spending time with God and developing spiritually 
healthy habits in our lives. Abiding or remaining in 
Jesus is a lifelong process and experience that 
requires discipline, commitment, faithfulness, 
teachability, and obedience. 

I’d encourage you to take a few minutes this week to 
talk about some of the ways you’re seeing good fruit 
develop and grow in your teenager’s lives. Here are 
some questions you could ask: 
• Jesus said his true followers would remain or 
abide in him. What do you think it means to remain 
or abide in Jesus? 
• How can your actions help produce good fruit 
in your life? For example, if you want to become 
more patient or loving or joyful, what are some 
specific things you can do to cultivate the “soil” of 
your heart? 
• Who do you know who exhibits many good 
fruit? What’s your sense of how those fruits 
developed in that person? 

Thanks for your prayers and your commitment to our 
youth ministry. 

Amplify Recap
At Amplify, we continued looking a Jesus’ parables as more than 
just “earthy stories with heavenly meanings”. We are looking at 
them for the position that Jesus actually wants us to change and 
use these stories to better understand what he expects of us. The 
goal of the message last night was getting them to understand just 
what they have when it comes to God’s kingdom. It has so much 
to offer in them in here and now. We want them to realize that 
the kingdom is not something we think about in the eternal 
sense, it’s very present, too. It’s not somewhere we escape to, but 
something we bring about. It is important that they understand 
the value the kingdom has in their lives and how living for it can 
change them, but also the value they bring to it!
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Parenting Tip 

Three paths forward: Leading Our 
Kids into Calling 

It’s one thing to tell our kids to live 
out their calling. It’s quite another to 
walk with them as they figure it out. 
Mark Labberton suggests three paths 
we might take: 

2. The Path of Suffering 

This love doesn’t always mean protection. 
Responding to the call as God’s beloved 
inevitably leads us down roads of 
suffering. This is both a mystery and an 
affront to the “Promised Land” vision of 
what we may have thought following 
Jesus might mean. As parents, none of us 
want our kids to suffer. But that’s the 
catch. Suffering is part of the path of 
discipleship, as Jesus makes painfully 
clear over and over (see Matt 16:21-26, 
Phil 2:5-11). Living in exile, suffering will 
be part of our story until Jesus comes to 
make all things new. 

Paul prays, “I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing 
of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead” (Phil 3:10-11). 
I remember memorizing this verse in 
college, praying it over and over, and 
being struck by how unnatural it was to 
pray to identify with Christ’s sufferings 
during a season of life where I was 
supposed to be preparing for success in 
career and adulthood. How could 
suffering be linked to success? There is, of 
course, the narrative of “paying our dues” 
in working our way to the top of a 
particular career field. But that doesn’t 
seem to be what Jesus has in mind. 

Labberton wonders, “What if our call is 
really one of deeply entering and loving a 
world full of suffering?” As our kids 
encounter the suffering of others, wrestle 
with injustice, and serve among the 
marginalized, these experiences will 
indelibly shape their call, whatever line of 
work they may enter. 


