
Valley Youth Ministry March 26, 2015

Weekly Update 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 
This week our we continued our study on the HABITS 
that foster spiritual growth with a lesson on 
accountable friendships—the “A” in the acronym. The 
idea of “accountability” may seem unappealing or 
legalistic to some Christians, but it’s an important 
tool for spiritual growth. In our groups, we looked at 
2 Samuel 12:1-13 and saw how Nathan confronted 
David over his sin with Bathsheba. We also saw how 
David responded— with confession and genuine 
repentance. 
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High School Lock-
In 

May 15-16                              7:30 
PM - 8:00 AM 

The lock-in is finally coming! 
We’re going to close out the year 
with this anticipated event. Invite 
your friends and be prepared for 
a night of service, fun, and 
worship. This night will kick-off at 
Feed My Starving Children and 
from there, who knows what? 
We’ll spend some time thinking 
and praying about the 
underground church and even 
experience a bit of how things 
look for them. Contact JJ Miller to 
sign up! 

Summer Mission 
Trip 

Lakota Kids Bible Camp 
Louisville, NE               Grades 
8-12

July 13-18 - Sign up by April 12

We will be participating in a 
cross-cultural trip by teaching 
Elementary Lakota kids about 
Jesus by leading every aspect of 
their summer camp. We will be 
leading small groups, coming up 
with games, and investing onto 
these kids lives.

YOUTH NEWS 
A High School Parent Update
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It can be hard for teenagers to open up to someone, 
especially a peer, because they fear looking bad and 
having someone else know about their personal 
struggles. However, God created us to need others in 
our lives and knew that having deep friendships 
would help us on our spiritual journey.  

I’d encourage you to find some time this week to talk 
with your teenager about our small group lesson. 
Here are some questions that you could incorporate 
into your conversation: 
• When have you had a friend betray you by 
telling other people a private piece of information 
you had shared in confidence? How did that 
experience affect your willingness to trust other 
people with private details about your life? 
• Why do you think Nathan used a story to point 
out David’s sin? 
• What would be tough about having an 
accountability friend? What are some of the benefits 
of having one? 

Pray that your teenager will seriously think about 
connecting with another student, and that they 
would encourage each other and hold each other 
accountable so that they both can grow closer to 
God. 

Amplify Recap
Junior and Senior High came together this week for Amplify as Nick Madsen 
spoke to the entire youth group. Nick shared his heart with the students about 
where God is leading him and what his desires are. Nick explained that he is 
feeling called to full time youth ministry, and in order to follow that call, he will 
be leaving Valley at the end of July. The youth group spent time praying for 
Nick, watching a video of some of his favorite memories and celebrating what 
God will do with him. 

Also, due to the Easter holiday, there will not be Amplify next Wednesday, April 
1, but will return on April 8.
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Parenting Tip 

3 Vital Words for Successful Teens Pt. 3 
By David Murray                                  

FAITH 

FOCUS + FORCE can be a horrific 
combination, if not combined with 
FAITH. Without FAITH, without the 
blessing of God, FOCUS + FORCE 
will produce nothing, or at least 
nothing worth having. Sure, you 
might make a pile of money, but 
what shall it profit if you gain the 
whole world and lose your soul? 
(Mark 8:36) 

Christian faith helps a young person 
find their focus. The Christian teen 
comes to God and says, “I can’t do 
everything. I can only do one thing 
well. Please show me what talent 
you’ve given me and what you want 
me to do with it. Help me to cut 
everything that would hinder my life 
purpose and to get everything 
essential in the right position and 
proportion in my life.” 

Christian faith helps a young person 
find their force. The Christian teen 
comes before God recognizing her 
limitations and liabilities, and says, 
“Lord, please give me the drive, the 
determination, the energy I need for 
my calling. Help me to be deaf to the 
discouragements, and to persevere 
through the difficulties. Help me to 
show that I am energized and 
enthused by your presence and 
pleasure in my life.” 

Christian faith helps a young person 
look to God for blessing, and for 
contentment with whatever their 
God-given focus and force produces. 

In summary, I’d say to any teen (as I 
often do to my own), “With God’s 
help, pick one thing, pour yourself 
into it, and plead with God for His 
blessing.”


