
Valley Youth Ministry April 9, 2015

Weekly Update 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 
This week we reached the fourth lesson of our six-
part series on HABITS that can fuel spiritual growth. 
This week’s lesson centered on helping our teenagers 
understand God’s desire for them to be involved in 
the ministries of our local church. I’m excited that so 
many young people attend our small groups, but I 
also want them to plug into areas of ministry and 
service so they can experience a deeper relationship 
with God. 

We looked at 1 Kings 19:15-21 and 2 Kings 2:1-18 
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High School Lock-In 

May 15-16                                   
7:30 PM - 8:00 AM 

The lock-in is finally coming! 
We’re going to close out the year 
with this anticipated event. Invite 
your friends and be prepared for 
a night of service, fun, and 
worship. This night will kick-off at 
Feed My Starving Children and 
from there, who knows what? 
We’ll spend some time thinking 
and praying about the 
underground church and even 
experience a bit of how things 
look for them. Contact JJ Miller to 
sign up! 

Summer Mission 
Trip 

Lakota Kids Bible Camp 
Louisville, NE                         
Grades 8-12 

July 13-18 - Sign up by April 12 

We will be participating in a 
cross-cultural trip by teaching 
Elementary Lakota kids about 
Jesus by leading every aspect of 
their summer camp. We will be 
leading small groups, coming up 
with games, and investing onto 
these kids lives.

YOUTH NEWS 
A High School Parent Update
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and examined the ministry partnership between 
Elijah and Elisha. We challenged our teenagers to 
think about ways they could serve and get involved. 
They discussed how their age could be a benefit—but 
also how they need to be willing to learn and grow 
along the way.  

During the week, I’d encourage you to take time to 
talk with your teenager about getting involved in a 
ministry or a one-time opportunity to serve. Here are 
some questions that you could include in your 
conversation: 
• Why doesn’t every person at our church serve 
in a ministry or have a place of involvement? How 
might our congregation look and operate differently 
if everyone did get involved and serve? 
• What are some talents and assets you offer to 
our congregation because you are young, and how 
might these things strengthen our church? 
• What are some weaknesses you might have 
because you are young, and how can you grow in 
these areas? 

Amplify Recap
Last Wednesday we had the opportunity to hear Curtis Roth 
speak to the High School. Curtis wrapped up our Way of the 
Cross series by discussing the cross way of life. He spoke 
about how living in the cross has to affect every part of it. It 
should change the way we worship, how we engage in 
relationships with others, and that is the Spirit that allows 
us to live this way. It is God’s spirit that gives us what we 
need to put or worship, which is everything we do, and the 
people that are apart of that before our own needs. Finding 
true life in Jesus means that the old things that control us 
shouldn’t anymore! God’s resurrection power in us frees us 
from that! 

Next week, we will not be having regular Amplify due to 
World Outreach Week. Please have your student consider 
joining us for one of the shifts at Feed My Starving Children 
next Wednesday. We will return to Amplify on April 22.
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Parenting Tip 

How to Get Your Teenager Talking, Pt. 1         
By Whitney Hopler                                  

Conversations between teens and 
adults can be awkward, so teens will 
often avoid talking much with the 
adults in their lives, leaving parents to 
feel frustrated by the lack of 
communication. But it doesn’t have 
to be that way. Teens actually do 
have a lot to say, and they want to be 
heard. They will open up and start 
talking to adults who know how to 
approach conversations with them 
wisely. 

You can get your teenagers talking 
by relying on the Holy Spirit to help 
you ask wise questions and listen 
well to your teens’ answers. Here’s 
how you can do so, plus some 
questions that can serve as 
springboards to interesting 
conversations with your teens: 

Ask interesting questions that 
require more than a one-word 
answer. Avoid asking questions that 
can be answered with a simple “yes” 
or “no” – such as “Was school fun 
today?” Instead, plan ahead for the 
next opportunity you’ll have to talk 
with your teens, preparing questions 
that aren’t boring (such as asking 
about a controversial story that’s 
currently in the news) and that cover 
topics that interest your teens (rather 
than just what interests you). 

Listen and notice. Pay close attention 
to the thoughts and feelings that 
your teens choose to share with you. 
Eliminate distractions when your 
teens are talking so you can fully 
focus on listening to them carefully. 
Seek to learn more about your teens 
each time you talk together. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to help you notice 
opportunities to talk so you can take 
advantage of them.


