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Weekly Update 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 
Dear parents, 

This week we continued our HABITS series by 
looking at the spiritual discipline of tithing. We talked 
about biblical examples of tithing and why it can be 
an act of worship to God. Our teenagers looked at 
Genesis 22 to see how Abraham was willing to 
sacrifice his only son, in obedience to God. It can be 
hard to give up some of our money because we place 
such a high value on it, but the truth is, everything 
we have as Christians comes from God anyway. 
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High School Lock-
In 

May 15-16                                   
7:30 PM - 8:00 AM 

The lock-in is finally coming! 
We’re going to close out the year 
with this anticipated event. Invite 
your friends and be prepared for 
a night of service, fun, and 
worship. This night will kick-off at 
Feed My Starving Children and 
from there, who knows what? 
We’ll spend some time thinking 
and praying about the 
underground church and even 
experience a bit of how things 
look for them. Contact JJ Miller to 
sign up! 

Celebrate the Word 

May 13, 6:30 PM

At the end of each school year 
our church presents a very 
special program we call 
Celebrate the Word.  This 
program, which involves 
children, teens, and adults, is a 
celebration of Scripture through 
music, recitation, art, acting, 
and more. You'll be inspired and 
delighted as our whole church 
family celebrates God's Word.
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Our teenagers were encouraged to think about what 
it means to give their tithe and offerings to God as 
an act of worship. We discussed the challenges and 
the difficulties that people have when it comes to 
giving, but ultimately it is a demonstration of our 
knowledge that God is able to supply all our needs. 

I’d encourage you to find a few minutes this week to 
talk with your teenager about the principle and 
importance of giving. Here are some questions you 
could incorporate into your conversation: 
• Why do you think God wants us to give our 
tithe and offerings? Do you think God needs the 
money to grow the church, or is there some other 
reason? 
• How can giving help you mature in your faith? 
• If you don’t give cheerfully, does that mean 
God doesn’t honor your giving? Why or why not? 

Amplify Recap
Due to World Outreach Week, there was no Amplify this 
past Wednesday. We spent last night serving with the rest 
of Valley at Feed My Starving Children. 

Amplify will return this coming Wednesday, April 20.
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Parenting Tip 

How to Get Your Teenager Talking, Pt. 2         
By Whitney Hopler                                  

Conversations between teens and 
adults can be awkward, so teens will 
often avoid talking much with the 
adults in their lives, leaving parents to 
feel frustrated by the lack of 
communication. But it doesn’t have 
to be that way. Teens actually do 
have a lot to say, and they want to be 
heard. They will open up and start 
talking to adults who know how to 
approach conversations with them 
wisely. 

You can get your teenagers talking 
by relying on the Holy Spirit to help 
you ask wise questions and listen 
well to your teens’ answers. Here’s 
how you can do so, plus some 
questions that can serve as 
springboards to interesting 
conversations with your teens: 

Ask who they would text, if they 
could text anyone in the world right 
now and be guaranteed a response, 
and what they would ask that 
person. This will reveal information 
about who and what most captures 
your teens’ attention. 

Ask what one world evil they would 
destroy if possible, and why. This will 
inspire your teens to think about 
what role they could play in helping 
to solve the world’s problems. 

Ask why they chose the outfits 
they’re wearing right now. This will 
tell you something about the images 
your teen are trying to communicate 
to others, since teens often use 
clothing as a way of presenting 
themselves to the world in a certain 
way. 

Ask what songs are on their current 
playlists, and why. This will give you 
insight into your teens’ feelings, 
which are often reflected in the type 
of music they choose to listen to.


