
Valley Youth Ministry May 7, 2015

Weekly Update 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 

This was week two of our challenging series on tough 
questions. There are so many questions that 
students have about God and faith and the Bible and 
how it all goes together with living life as a teenager 
today. This week we looked at the reality of hell. 

Heaven and hell are topics we regularly think about, 
although it’s not comfortable to think about hell. This 
week’s Bible study was on Matthew 25:31-46. We 
discussed the reality of heaven and hell—they are 
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High School Lock-
In 

May 15-16                                   
7:30 PM - 8:00 AM 

The lock-in is finally coming! 
We’re going to close out the year 
with this anticipated event. Invite 
your friends and be prepared for 
a night of service, fun, and 
worship. This night will kick-off at 
Feed My Starving Children and 
from there, who knows what? 
We’ll spend some time thinking 
and praying about the 
underground church and even 
experience a bit of how things 
look for them. Contact JJ Miller to 
sign up! 

Celebrate the Word 

May 13, 6:30 PM

At the end of each school year 
our church presents a very 
special program we call 
Celebrate the Word.  This 
program, which involves 
children, teens, and adults, is a 
celebration of Scripture through 
music, recitation, art, acting, 
and more. You'll be inspired and 
delighted as our whole church 
family celebrates God's Word.
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life with or without the presence of God. These 
realities ought to have a significant impact on how 
we live. 

As Christians, we can live in the secure hope 
anchored in eternity in heaven. This is a great hope! 
But we also cannot forget that separation from God 
forever isn’t something we should want for anyone. 
Compassion and readiness to share the good news of 
Jesus ought to be a regular part of our lives. 

Conversation with your child on this topic may bring 
up more questions than answers. That’s OK! If I can 
help in any way please let me know. I may not know 
the answers either, but I’ll look into them. Here are a 
couple of discussion starters that may be helpful: 
• Think of a movie, book, or television show that 
has shown an example of heaven. It might be a 
picture of the light at the end of the tunnel or an 
image of angels and clouds. What was it like, where 
did you see this, and what do you think they were 
trying to communicate? 
• In light of the realities about eternity, how 
should we treat others? 

  

Amplify Recap
Last night we wrapped up the year with a bit of reflection. 
It’s important for every group and every student to be able 
to look back on the year and see how they’ve changed and 
what they’ve learned. One of the best ways to do that is to 
see how their own small group stretched them as the year 
went on. It was a celebration of a great year and looking at 
the summer with anticipation. Not just anticipation of warm 
weather and no school, but the anticipation of more real 
opportunities to put into practice what they learned this 
year!
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Parenting Tip 

How to Get Your Teenager Talking, Pt. 5        
By Whitney Hopler                                  

Conversations between teens and 
adults can be awkward, so teens will 
often avoid talking much with the 
adults in their lives, leaving parents to 
feel frustrated by the lack of 
communication. But it doesn’t have 
to be that way. Teens actually do 
have a lot to say, and they want to be 
heard. They will open up and start 
talking to adults who know how to 
approach conversations with them 
wisely. 

You can get your teenagers talking 
by relying on the Holy Spirit to help 
you ask wise questions and listen 
well to your teens’ answers. Here’s 
how you can do so, plus some 
questions that can serve as 
springboards to interesting 
conversations with your teens: 

Ask their opinion of the biggest 
misconception people have about 
teenagers. This will encourage your 
teens to consider their reputations 
and think strategically about how to 
make those reputations they best 
they can be. 

Ask them what one question they 
would most like to ask God, and 
why. This will reveal valuable 
information about their relationships 
with God. 

Ask them each to tell you one thing 
they wish people knew or 
understood about them, but don’t 
think people do. This encourages 
your teens to open up about real 
issues about which they feel unheard 
and helps you get to know and 
understand them better.


