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Amplify Recap 
Tonight our discussion was on being single-minded in our approach towards Taking Aim of the vision we are 
crafting together. All of students agreed that at the single focus of our youth group is love  
God and love other. One of the easiest way to stop doing this is by being distracted. We 
turned this idea on its to look at distraction differently and found that with everything 
students are involved in, those of us at church often see those who aren’t as being 
distracted. This, in turn, becomes a distraction to the ones casting judgment. Anytime 
we stop thinking about the whole of the community, even while in it, we are distracted 
from it. Together we have decided to start viewing everything we do, whether at church 
or not, as a chance to love God and love others better. We stay true to our focus 
whether we’re at church or not, and by this, our youth group will grow in every sense of 
the word!  
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SUPER BOWL PARTY 
FEBRUARY 7

Coming 
Events 

KEEP AN EYE OUT 
FOR THE NEXT EVENT 
FOR YOUR STUDENT!

WINTERBLAST 
FEBRUARY 26-27

SNOFEAST 
FEBRUARY 12-13

Join us for Amplify 
Every Wednesday 

at 6:30 PM!

YOUTH NEWS

http://valleycc.org/youth
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Parent Resource                                                 
Article                                                                       
Born to Serve, Not to Shop—Effective Parenting in 
a Nutshell, Part 1 
by James B. Stenson 

The	real	evil	of	materialism	is	not	the	pursuit	of	things.	It	is,	rather,	seeing	
and	treating	other	people	as	things--and	therefore	putting	things	ahead	
of	people.	Youngsters	with	a	habit	of	thinking	and	acting	this	way	are	
headed	toward	trouble	later	in	life:	substance	abuse,	professional	
problems,	marital	break-up,	a	life	dominated	by	impulse	and	
unrestrained	egoism.	So	what	can	parents	do	with	their	young	children	
now	to	build	strong	character	and	lead	children	away	from	materialism?	

1. Be	conCident	of	your	rightful	authority	as	a	parent	and	insist	that	your	
children	respect	it.	Your	responsibility	as	a	parent	is	enormous,	and	
you	must	exercise	a	self-conCident	loving	authority	to	carry	it	out.	
Your	children's	conCidence	in	your	leadership	will	derive	from	your	
own	self-conCident	sense	of	mission.	

2. Remember	that	you're	raising	adults,	not	children.	When	you	think	of	
your	children's	future,	picture	character	as	well	as	career.	Your	job	is	
not	to	keep	children	amused	and	busy.	It	is,	rather,	to	lead	your	
children	to	become	competent,	responsible,	considerate,	and	
generous	men	and	women	who	are	committed	to	live	by	principles	of	
integrity.	Think	of	what	your	children	will	be,	not	just	what	they	will	
do.	

3. Teach	the	great	character	strengths	(virtues):	prudence,	justice,	
fortitude,	temperance,	and	charity.	In	today's	terms,	these	are	called	
sound	judgment	and	conscience,	a	sense	of	responsibility,	courageous	
perseverance,	self-mastery,	and	respect	for	the	rights	and	sensibilities	
of	others.	You	teach	these	strengths	in	three	ways:	by	your	personal	
example,	your	direction	of	your	children's	behavior,	and	your	verbal	
explanations	of	right	and	wrong.	But	you	teach	mostly	by	example.	
Remember	that	conscience	is	the	memory	of	our	parents'	voices,	their	
loving	lessons	of	right	and	wrong	taught	to	us	in	our	youth.	

4. Teach	your	children	the	four	great	pillars	of	civilized	dealings	with	
others:	"please,"	"thank	you,"	"I'm	sorry,"	and	"I	give	my	word."	Using	
these	habitually	in	speech	is	a	basis	for	respecting	the	rights	of	
others.	

5. Teach	your	children	the	meaning	of	the	word	"integrity."	Integrity	
means	unity	of	intention,	word,	and	action--that	is,	we	mean	what	we	
say,	we	say	what	we	mean,	and	we	keep	our	word.	We	always	tell	the	
truth	and	we	keep	our	promises.	

Permission	is	hereby	granted	to	reproduce	this	material	for	private	use.	
It	is	taken	from	the	Website	of	James	B.	Stenson,	educational	consultant:	ParentLeadership.com.
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Sunday Morning 
Bible Studies

Coming Up:                                                                 

His Parables, Pt. 6                              
-Lk 16:19-17:10 

Teacher: Bill Becker

Coming Up:                

For the Life of the World: 
Church                           

Teacher: Dewey Roth 
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