
ALL JESUS ASKS • Part 2 

What Is the Kingdom Like? 
Mark 4:30 
WHAT IS THE KINGDOM? 
God’s will and God’s ways enjoyed and lived out by all of God’s 
Creation under God’s rule with God’s provision for God’s glory. 

WHERE AND WHEN IS THE KINGDOM? 
It’s at hand, but it has not yet arrived in its fullness. 
It is a present reality (already), and a future hope (not yet). 
It is on earth, and it is beyond earth. 
Our hope and our endeavor is to see Heaven and Earth come 
together as they did so completely in Jesus. 
 

WHAT IS THE KINGDOM LIKE? 
When Jesus asks this question, he focuses on us. 
Our Hearts. Our Lives. Our Motives. Our Priorities. Our Formation. 
Our Kingdom-ness! 
 

 

Is It Taking Root? 
Mark 4:15-20 
15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and 
takes away the word that was sown in them. 16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once 
receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, they quickly fall away. 18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the 
worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it 
unfruitful. 20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, 
some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.” 
 
Jesus prompts us to consider our receptivity. 
Are we receiving the Word? 
Is the Kingdom—the way and wisdom of Christ—taking root in our lives? 
 

Is It Taking Shape? 
Mark 4:26-29 
26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, 
whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the 
soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he 
puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 
 
Jesus reminds us that our growth and spiritual formation is something God does. 
Our job is to give ourselves over to God’s shaping and maturing. 
We may scatter seed, but God gives the increase. 
 

Is It Taking Over? 
Mark 4:30-32 
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is 
like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the 
largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 
 
Is the wildness of the Kingdom subverting your garden? 
Do you have a domesticated Christianity, or one that overcomes and dominates? 
Do you have just enough of the virus to be immunized, or enough to have the full-blown disease? 


