
ALL JESUS ASKS • Part 4 

To What Can I Compare this 
Generation? 
Matthew 11:16 
 
Matthew 11:16-19 
16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling out to others: 17 “‘We played the pipe for you, and you did not 
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ “ 
 
We’re looking for truth, as long as it fits our preconceptions. 
We want Jesus, but on our terms. We can’t have it both ways. 

Insights from Maximum Faith (George Barna) 
This Generation and Commitment 
On one hand… 
Four out of five self-identified Christian adults (81%) say they have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ that 
is still important in their life today. More than three out of four self-identified Christians (78%) strongly agreed that 
spirituality is very important to them.  

On the other hand… 
Less than one out of every five self-identified Christians (18%) claims to be totally committed to investing in their own 
spiritual development. The majority of self-identified Christian adults (52%) believe that there is much more to the 
Christian life than what they have experienced. 

This Generation and Repentance 
On one hand… 
Most of the self-identified Christians in the U.S. (64%) state that they have confessed their sins to God and asked for 
His forgiveness.  

On the other hand… 
Few self-identified Christians are serious about abandoning the lure of sin and handing total control of their life to 
God. Only about 3% of all self-identified Christians in America say they have surrendered control of their life to God, 
submitted to His will for their life, and devoted themselves to loving and serving God and other people. 

This Generation and Busyness 
On one hand… 
Four out of ten self-identified Christian adults (39%) have participated in a combination of three “normal” religious 
activities in the past week. 

On the other hand… 
Far fewer have engaged in deeper faith expressions. Less than one out of ten have talked about their faith with a 
non-Christian, fasted for religious purposes, or had an extended time of spiritual reflection during the past week. 
Spiritual disciplines – including solitude, sacrifice, acts of service, silence, and scriptural meditation – are also 
infrequently practiced. 

This Generation and Christian Community 
On one hand… 
Most self-identified Christians note that they feel comfortable and connected within their church.  

On the other hand… 
Various measures show that there is not much vulnerability and accountability occurring within the context of those 
faith-based connections. Only one out of every five self-identified Christians (21%) believes that spiritual maturity 
requires a vital connection to a community of faith. Only one-third (35%) claims to have discussed their own sin or 
spiritual need with another believer in the past three months. 
 
Commitment – Take initiative toward spiritual formation and maturity. 
Repentance – Turn away from sin. 
Busyness – Don’t confuse Christian activities with discipleship. 
Community – Don’t settle for acquaintance, build meaningful and edifying relationships. 


