
WORLD CHANGER • Part 2 

LIFTING THE MARGINALIZED 
 

Lifting By Association 
Matthew 9:10-13 (The Sinful) 
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and 
sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, 
they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, 
but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ 
For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

John 4:7-9 (The Stigmatized) 
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give 
me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

Mark 5:18-20 (The Scary) 
18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19 Jesus did 
not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and 
how he has had mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had 
done for him. And all the people were amazed. 

So much of the good done in our world results from a willingness to associate with others. 
Many of these initiatives find their root in the pattern of Jesus. 
What good could you accomplish through the simple gift of association? 
 

Lifting through Example  
Gender – Luke 10:38-39 
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her 
home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 

Ethnicity – Luke 10:36 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man…?” 

National / Political – Luke 7:9 
9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not 
found such great faith even in Israel.” 

So much of the good in our world is being done by people you might not expect. 
We must cultivate our ability to see what is honorable and worth emulating in others. 
Have you overlooked or ignored those worth knowing and respecting? 
 

Lifting through Calling 
Peter the Betrayer – John 21:17, 19  
17 “Feed my sheep...” 19 “Follow me...” 

Paul the Persecutor – Acts 9:15 
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and 
their kings and to the people of Israel.” 

Ordinary People – Acts 4:13 
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were 
astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 
 
Ordinary People – 1 Corinthians 1:26-27 
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human 
standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world 
to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
 
So many of the extraordinary things in our world are being done by ordinary people. 
God’s strength is made visible in our weakness. 
Are we missing what God can do through others (or through ourselves).  


