
DEEPER—PART 4                                                                            
EMBRACE 
JANUARY 29 
 
FALSE NARRATIVE #1: I’M UNWORTHY OF LOVE 
JOHN 3:16-17 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.  
 

ROMANS 5:8 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
The gospel is NOT:  

• God will love you if you stop sinning.  
• God would love you if you were good enough.  
• God wants to love you, but you have to change first. 

 
God has demonstrated His love for sinners in Jesus’ death on the cross. 
 
 
 
FALSE NARRATIVE #2: THEY’RE UNWORTHY OF LOVE 
LUKE 15:20 
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to 
his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
 
Prodigal = “recklessly extravagant” 
 
LUKE 15:28-30 
The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he 
answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you 
never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 
 
The older brother believes that because of his past, his younger brother is disqualified from being loved 
by the father. 
 
LUKE 15:1-2 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 
 
A PRAYER: EMPOWER US TO KNOW LOVE 
EPHESIANS 3:16-19 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 
may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God. 
 
Knowing the love of God transforms our “should do’s” into “want to’s”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOURCES & PRACTICES 
 
Pray Ephesians 3:16-19 

• Include this prayer as you seek the Lord this week. Pray it for yourself. Pray it for our church. 
Pray it for God’s people everywhere. 

 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
 
 
Helpful Books 

• Deeper by Dane Ortlund (Dakota County Library users have free access through Hoopla) 
• The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith 
• Embracing the Love of God by James Bryan Smith 

 
 
Love (III) by George Herbert 
This poem by 17th century pastor George Herbert has helped many to contemplate the love of God. 
 
Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back 
                              Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
                             From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, 
                             If I lacked any thing. 
  
A guest, I answered, worthy to be here: 
                             Love said, You shall be he. 
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear, 
                             I cannot look on thee. 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 
                             Who made the eyes but I? 
  
Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame 
                             Go where it doth deserve. 
And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 
                             My dear, then I will serve. 
You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: 
                             So I did sit and eat. 
 


