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FALL 2025
In Matthew 25, the parable of the servants and the talents describes
how the Master entrusted His servants with His resources. His
expectation is that His servants will put these resources to good use.
One day they will have to give account for what they did and what
was accomplished.

As a ministry leader, I feel both the privilege, but also the weighted
responsibility of the Master’s resources given to MARC. Last year,
MARC graciously received two additional airplanes and a guesthouse
facility. Within a few months, both our ministry aviation and
hospitality resources had doubled.

My prayer for this year was that we would prove worthy of these
additions and put them to effective ministry use. We have strived to
keep our airplane seats filled and our guest beds occupied with as
many ministry personnel as possible. Our goal is to hear those words
that every missionary ultimately longs for, “Well done, good and
faithful servant.”

We are grateful to all of you who pray faithfully and give generously
to this ministry as we serve our Master.

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’”
Matthew 25:21
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Peter & Sara Bastke

FROM THE FLIGHT LINE

Using our expanded ministry fleet of four aircraft, the Lord gave us a
record summer of flying for the Kingdom.

Surpassing the 500 mark for the first time, we flew 512 kids and
staff to eight Bible camps and youth ministries. Twenty-eight
communities were served and 47,682 lbs of cargo were flown. In a
single day, four MARC aircraft criss-crossed the state totaling 37
flight hours and covering a distance of over 6,700 miles—which is the
distance from Anchorage to Timbuktu! The capability of our Caravan
to operate on unimproved strips allowed us to serve a remote Bible
camp along the Yukon River for the first time since 2015.

We are grateful that the Lord has entrusted these assets to us, and
allowed us to use them safely and effectively as we participate in
building His Kingdom.
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Our Cessna Caravan operating on an unimproved airstrip

AROUND THE HANGAR

The blessing of a beautiful guesthouse facility has greatly expanded
the capability of our hospitality ministry. Several renovations and
improvements have been made to create a quiet and restful place for
ministry guests.

Recently, a staff family serving at Tanalian Bible Camp were in need
of a break before their busy summer season got started. A vacation
rental would have been prohibitively expensive, but instead we were
able to offer a stay at the MARC Guesthouse at no charge. Upon
arrival in town, their children remarked when they saw pavement for
the first time in several months! They spent a week relaxing and
enjoying quality time together as a family. Refreshed, they were
ready to carry on with their mission of sharing the hope of Jesus
Christ with campers.
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Our expanded hospitality capacity has also allowed us to
accommodate five work teams who generously gave their time,
talents, and resources to make much needed improvements. New tile
flooring was laid in the office, a log cabin exterior at the guesthouse
was sanded and refurbished, and shelving was installed in the
hangar. We are grateful for many projects that were accomplished.

A team of students from LeTourneau University joined us for three
weeks to gain some practical experience in aviation maintenance. A
few years ago, a Piper Cheroke 180 aircraft was donated to MARC.
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While our MARC mechanics have been diligently focused on
maintenance tasks for our fleet and ministry partners, there has been
little time to work on the 180. This gave the LeTourneau students the
perfect opportunity to help out by disassembling the 180, cleaning it,
stripping paint, inspecting the engine, and prepping it for rebuild so
that it can go into service with a partner ministry here in Alaska.

LeTourneau students clean and inspect a wing

FLIGHT SCHOOL

This has been a record year for our flight school. This spring, we had
thirty students attend our Ground School course. As of August, we
have had 35 successful checkrides, including six ministry students.
The revenue generated by the flight school goes to directly offset the
cost of operating our ministry fleet.

We were blessed to have Austin & Mikayla Taylor join us on loan from
LeTourneau University for the summer to help with flight instruction
and maintenance. They have accepted the invitation to join MARC as
career staff.

Austin & Mikayla Taylor
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ON THE RADAR

As we enter the fall season, there is much for which we are grateful.
There are also some personnel and equipment needs that are
apparent. Please pray for a Chief Pilot for the program, also pray for
a suitable fifteen passenger van for shuttling church teams,
volunteers, and ministry guests between Anchorage and Soldotna.
Thank you again for your faithful partnership with us.
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