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“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves
to be my disciples.” {Jesus’ words in John 15:8/NIV]

Dear Friends,

As I write this Personal Note, I'm sitting in our ministry house in Babadag,
Romania after a good long day with kids. Irecently arrived here with our small
team from Moldova and Romania to do Bible camps for the children we serve
here in Tulcea county. Today, we started day camps in two centers. What a joy
it is to be here with our kids sharing the tove of Jesus! OQur theme is “Jesus
is the Solution.” Even after more than thirty years of serving abandoned
children, I feel such a great compassion for these kids who were abandoned
by their parents and face their futures with feelings of hopelessness and fear
for what is in store for them. Though the population of Romania children’s
centers has become smaller, the problems the children face haven't reduced
in size. It's tough being an abandoned or marginalized child.

Our FGCI Summer Bible Camps team. We'll be heading
to Moldova next week to do a large camp (100 people) for
Moldovans, Roma (Gypsies) and Ukrainian refugees.

Our Eastern European FGCI representative, Vlad Pogor, is here with me,

along with four volunteers from Romania. I'm delighted that one of them is
our former Little Lambs of the Lord Center boys, Marius. I have known Marius
since he was two years old! He is now 23 years old and is a strong believer
in Christ! Praise God! Marius was cared for in our Little Lambs Center for
many years, then moved to his parents’ home for a while, and has lived in
other children’s centers here in ;
Eastern Romania. A few years
ago, Marius became serious in
his faith and was baptized into
Christ! Now, Marius believes that
God is calling him to evangelism
and discipleship ministry among
Turkish, Muslim Roma (Gypsy)
people like his family. We praise
God that Marius knows Christ as
his Savior and that he desires to
serve God by reaching out to his
people. Please pray for Marius as
God directs his path.

Children at o center in Eastern Romania
where FGCI is leading a Bible camp.

Joel and Viad Pogor in Romania

Lately, I've been thinking a lot about eternity and about the urgency we
Christians have to make disciples of all nations. I believe that time is short
before the return of Christ to judge the world. I turned 66 this year and it’s
really got me thinking about my future and about the future of FGCL I pray
daily for God to send us workers for the Harvest. We need help. But, even with
our small staff of dedicated workers, I believe that the past year has been one
of the most fruitful years of service. I have witnessed as never before, the
harvest of souls - the fruit of God’s work through FGCI - in wonderful ways
throughout our ministry.

Marius plays the part of God speaking with Adam (Remus)
and Eve (Daria) after they sinned by eating the fruit from
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

Our ongoing work with Ukrainians victimized by the Russia-Ukraine war has
been nonstop since the outbreak of the war on February 24, 2022. Now, in
its fourth year, this war has been wearing heavily on our ministry and on the
lives of the Ukrainian victims of war. For many of the Ukrainians we serve
monthly with assistance, FGCI is their onty source of support, their having
lost everything in this world — money, jobs, homes, husbands and family
members. [Most of the women we serve have lost their husbands in the war.
Those whose husbands are still alive and serving in the army are suffering
terrible physical and mental anguish. It's so very, very sad.] We believe that
we must continue to serve these hurting families until the war ends and they
are able to move forward with some kind of plan for their future.

One way in which we are certain these women and children can be served
is by our efforts to provide them with safe shelter that isn’t threatened by
eviction or impossible living conditions. We hope that we will be able to
provide long-term housing for them as long as they need help. Please pray
for our dear Ukrainian friends who told me in May: “We have come to call
you our FGCI, our Vlad, our Joel, because you have been our only consistent
source of help. You never forgot us.” I praise God for you, our generous
supporters for providing funds for us to send regular monthly support to help
these Ukrainian families. In addition to the refugees we serve in Moldova,
we are providing regular monthly support (via our brother in Christ, Vadim
Sorochin) ta help Ukrainians in dangerous parts of Ukraine who are suffering
from the effects of war. This summer, we helped to sponsor a Bible camp for
Ukrainian kids in Ukraine where Vadim serves as a volunteer ministry partner.



Many of these children and adults are coming to Christ even through these
horrible circumstances. Praise God for the fruit that Vadim is harvesting.

In April and early May, I traveled with a team of 19 to build two tiny houses
for our dear Roma (Gypsy) friends in Vulcanesti, Moldova. Praise God! Injust
three weeks, our WONDERFUL team constructed (from the ground up!) two
complete houses for two families with great needs. I am so VERY THANKFUL
for our hard-working construction team. As a result of our Roma friends,
I was blessed beyond measure to be part of the baptism of our brother in
Christ, Radic, and his wife, Sveta!

FGCI April/May Moldova Tiny House Team with some of
the Ukrainian refugees FGCI serves regularly.

Red and Gray houses and teams.

At the end of our trip in May, Radic and Sveta confessed their faith in
Christ and were baptized. Praise God! Ruslan, our boy living in the Home of
the Good Shepherd, also made his confession of faith and I was blessed to
baptize him into Christ following Radic and Sveta’s baptisms. Praise God! And
if that wasn’t enough, our four foster girls at Home of the Good Shepherd
(Antonela, Zina, Vlada and Diana) all made their confessions of faith and
were all baptized (by Vlad) as well, in June! I am so amazed at the grace of
God. What a special summer.

Joel and Vlad with Radic and Sveta.

And the “fruit” doesn’t stop there, dear friends! At our Camp of the Good
Shepherd this summer, we had an amazing year, maybe the best ever, as 17
young people made decisions to follow Christ and were baptized at camp!
[I know that many more
decisions to follow Christ
were made as well!] God
was on the move in the six
sessions of Bible Camp that
we sponsored. Praise God!
Our theme this year was:
“ONE WAY > JESUS” based
on ITimothy 2:5. “For there
is one God and one mediator
between God and mankind,
the man Christ Jesus!” We
are thankful for our terrific
deans who served selflessly
and with incredible gifts of
love and leadership: Li'l
Lambs — Becky Gomez; First Chance - Casey and Gail BeDunnah; Middler -
Kathy Booher and Perry Burkum; Junior - Joel Burkum; Jr. High - Anna Kraft;
Sr. High - Jeff and Alicia Kraft. I just can’t thank these wonderful servants
and our other helpers/volunteers enough, who served our campers so well.
May God bless you all!

Since Rachel (our social media staff member) is getting this ready to print
by tomorrow, I'd better wrap this up!

Thank you so much for your vital support of this ministry. You make the
burden of ministry so much lighter. May God bless you! Please pray for me
and our FGCI Board of Directors as we constantly seek God's will for the
future ministry of FGCL. Things have changed dramaticatly here in Romania
and Moldova since FGCI started back in 1995. We are evaluating our areas of
service and our resources to meet those needs. I know that we want to remain
faithful to our work as long as God opens doors and leads us through.

As we make these vital decisions about the future, we will keep you abreast
of any upcoming changes that we foresee. Thank you for your love, trust and

generous support.
Love in Jesus,
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brother joel
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