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27,000+ Lunches Delivered, 180 Gardens Grown: A
Summer Recap

The final days of summer are here, and as we look back on the season, we're
blown away by what we accomplished together. It was a busy few months (the
busiest of the year in fact), and with your help, we made sure that even when
school was out, our community had access to the food they needed.

Here's a look at the impact of our summer programs, by the numbers:

A total of 27,806 lunches were delivered to kids across the county.
On top of lunch, over 12,000 snack packs were donated and given to kids in
need this summer.
How’d we feed so many? Well it was 166 amazing Mobile Lunchbox
volunteers who gave a total of 2,267.25 hours that made it all possible!

Garden to Table saw 180 garden plots used this summer across 7 sites.
Those gardens were tended to by well over a hundred unique families
comprised of 323 adults, 275 children, and 97 seniors.
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Thank you for making this summer a success for so many families! We couldn't do
it without you.

“I have been able to pick up food for my
daughter's family as well, which has

helped them with the cost of daycare.
YOU ARE ALL A BLESSING TO MY FAMILY!"

-Shannon, Client of The Open Door

A LOOK AT OUR JULY IMPACT

450,562
Pounds of Food

Given

21,893
Total Clients Served

531
New Clients Served

Town Hall Shows

Strong Support for

Dakota County

Neighbors

Last week, our very own Executive
Director, Jason Viana, was a speaker at
a town hall meeting in Dakota County
focused on protecting local safety net
programs. The event drew an impressive
crowd of over 200 passionate Dakota
County residents - we're sure some of
you reading this were there! Jason
spoke about The Open Door's impact,
goals, and potential challenges as we
face a growing need for services,
especially with federal cuts to programs
like SNAP. The incredible turnout gives
us so much hope. We truly can't do this

Fall Community

Volunteering

Opportunities

Discover fun ways to volunteer with The
Open Door in the evenings this fall and
make a di!erence in the community!
Click the button below to download the
flyer.

Download the Fall Community
Volunteering Flyer

The Open Door
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us so much hope. We truly can't do this
alone. To see more from the event,
check out our Facebook post.

Wanted: Your

Feedback on Our

Website

We're working on a website refresh and
would love to get your input. Your
feedback can help us make our site
more user-friendly and informative.
Please share your thoughts by filling out
our brief survey.

Give us your feedback!

Earns the Candid

Platinum Seal for

Nonprofit

Transparency

We are proud to announce that we have
been awarded the Candid Platinum Seal
for 2025, the highest level of recognition
for nonprofit transparency. Your trust is
at the very core of our work, and this
seal demonstrates our commitment to
being open about our mission,
strategies, and the progress we're
making. It's our way of showing you
exactly how your support is directly
helping us build a healthier, stronger
Dakota County.

HISPANIC HERITAGE
THIS MONTH’S FOOD & FUND DRIVE THEME

We're celebrating National Hispanic Heritage Month a little
early for our September theme (this heritage month is
o"cially observed from September 15 to October 15). Help
provide culturally significant staples by hosting a drive to
collect items like dried black or red beans, cream of
coconut, evaporated milk, hot sauce, maseca corn flour,
salsa, sopa de fideo, tortillas, canned tuna, and white rice.

Have questions? Reach out to our Food & Fund Drives
Coordinator, Lisa Wendt.

THE OPEN DOOR’S MOST WANTED
These are the items we’re in need of the most this month, and a general range of how
much they may cost at the grocery store. Drop o" a bag 24/7 in our o"ce vestibule, or

learn how to host a food drive to really maximize your giving!

Masa Flour
$2.00 - $6.00

Canned Tuna /
Sardines

$1.00 - $4.00

Dried Beans
$2.00 - $4.00

https://theopendoorpantry.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd713dedfcf08c2d9b5456d90&id=9ba62d8a14&e=ed403052d7
https://theopendoorpantry.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd713dedfcf08c2d9b5456d90&id=fc0ee4baeb&e=ed403052d7
mailto:lisa.wendt@theopendoorpantry.org?subject=&body=
https://theopendoorpantry.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd713dedfcf08c2d9b5456d90&id=db520c3090&e=ed403052d7
https://theopendoorpantry.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd713dedfcf08c2d9b5456d90&id=15528a70e0&e=ed403052d7


Condiments
$1.00 - $5.00

Vegetable Oil
$2.00 - $4.00

Rice
$2.00 - $6.00

…or, donate the combined total of these

items as a cash donation!

Donate $10.00 as a budget-
conscious shopper

Donate $29.00 if your grocery
shopping is a bit more lavish

The Open Door is a 501(c)3 organization. Your donation is tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

Want to hear from us more often?
Connect with us on social media!

Thank you to our Annual Partners!
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